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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

KEY MESSAGES ABOUT THE 2010 CENSUS

•  Everyone in the United States must be counted in
 the 2010 Census.  This includes people of all ages,
 races, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens.
•  Census data are used to reapportion
 congressional seats to states and assure proper
 district representation.
•  The 2010 Census is easy, important and safe, and
 your participation is vital.

 o  It’s easy:  The 2010 Census form is one of the
 shortest census forms in history and takes
 about 10 minutes to complete.
 o  It’s important:  Census data directly affect how
 more than $400 billion per year in federal
 funding is distributed to state, local and tribal
 governments.  Census data guide local planning
 decisions, including where to provide additional
 social services, establish child-care and senior
 citizen centers, and build new roads, hospitals,
 schools, job training and community centers.
 o  It’s safe:  By law, the Census Bureau cannot
 share respondents’ answers with anyone,
 including other federal agencies and law
 enforcement entities.  All Census Bureau
 employees take an oath of nondisclosure and
 are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality
 of the data.  The penalty for unlawful disclosure
 is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of
 up to five years, or both.

ABOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE

• One of the shortest census forms in history, the
 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes
 about 10 minutes to complete.
• Census forms will be delivered or mailed to
 households in March 2010; households should
 complete and mail back their forms upon receipt.
 Census workers will visit households that do not
 return the forms to take a count in person.
• Census Day is April 1, 2010.  Responses to the
 census form must include everyone at that
 address.
• Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QAC) will be
 available to assist those unable to read or
 understand the census form.  For those with
 visual impairments, the language
 assistance guide will be available
 in large print and Braille.
 Deaf and
 hard-of-hearing
 persons who
 do not have
 access to
 Video Relay
 Services (VRS)
 can call the TDD number,
 1-866-783-2010.  In
 addition to these options,
 language assistance
 guides will be
 available in 59 languages
 in all QAC locations.
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New Mexico Rail Runner Express 
Congratulations to Joe Maestas, Partnership
Specialist for Northern New Mexico, and
Veronica Reyes, Media Specialist for New Mexico,
for securing permission from the Rail Runner
Express to feature 2010 Census information to
all the passengers.  “Originally it was Joe Maestas’
idea to pursue the Rail Runner Stations in
Sandoval County, then the Media Team came in,
and with the help of some connections, we were
able to secure the deal and include Census 2010
information in all their 13 stations in three counties,
Bernaillo, Sandoval and Valencia,” said Veronica Reyes.  New Mexico Rail
Runner Express is featuring 2010 Census information in all their stations and
also on their monthly E-newsletter.  The New Mexico Rail Runner Express
transports commuters every day from down south in Belen , N.M. , all the
way to the State Capitol in Santa Fe , N.M. 
Good Job New Mexico Team! 

3 MONTHS AND COUNTING!
The Denver Regional Census Center is reaching out to everyone.  We have
or will:

•  Work with partnership organizations to spread the word about the
 census.  These organizations and their leaders are the trusted voices in
 the community across the Denver Region.
•  Open 40 Local Census Offices within our ten state region, and hire staff
 members from the community they serve.  
•  In January, we will launch a major advertising campaign that will promote
 the census on TV, radio, in print and online. 
•  Reach out to schools with a “Census in Schools” program to teach students
 about the census, how it’s the foundation to our democracy and relevant to
 math, geography and civics education.
•  Have a road tour consisting of 13 interactive vehicles throughout the
 country, stopping along the way to explain the census and why it matters.
•  Launch a dynamic Web site for people to find answers to their
 questions and information about how the census impacts them. 
•  Set up Questionnaire Assistance Centers where people can get help
 filling out their census form – or even go to fill-out a form if they think
 they’ve been missed in the count.
•  Have guides available in 59 languages (plus Braille and large type for the
 visually impaired) to help people fill out their census form.
•  And for the first time, we are sending out 13 million bilingual English/
 Spanish census forms to selected areas that have a high need for
 assistance in Spanish. 
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I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and
live out the true meaning of its creed:  "We hold these

truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”


